Care of the trauma patient in the age of the human immunodeficiency virus.
HIV-infected patients will be seen in emergency rooms and trauma centers because the number of infected patients is large and growing. Proper precautions by health care workers are effective in decreasing risk of transmission to a very low level, and, therefore, the fear of HIV should not dissuade the medical profession from giving these individuals proper care. Operative treatments should not be arbitrarily rejected simply because an HIV infection is detected because poor wound healing and infection appear to be much less of a risk than predicted. Unusual infections and intercurrent medical problems may require additional attentiveness to detect their existence and may require more complex treatment regimens to control.